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what I say. It would not be in the paiure
of their profession for them to agree with
one another.

Hon. N. Keenan: We all agree!l

Mr. WITHERS: I read with some interest
the result of the deliberations of five of the
most eminent judges in Australia concern-
ing the guestion of uniform tazation. The
people of Australia wanted a constitutional
point solved. The member for East Perth
could have said what the Constitution of
Australia establishes, but it would have been
said of him, “What does he know about it?
He is only a common lawyer.” The member
for Nedlands could have given a pronounce-
ment and he is a K.C. What happened
was that five eminent judges were chosen to
decide the point. There were three for and two
against. Under what is known as democratic
rule the matter was decided by the majority,
but two men who sre just as learned as the
three that constituted the majority had a
different interpretation from theirs. Never-
theless, a thing is either right or wrong, and
if the point taken was correct the whole five
should have been in agreement. That is
where majority rule carvies us. It is possible
for the third man who created the majority
in favour of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s viewpoint on this question to have
been biassed in favour of or in opposition
to the principle involved. I do not wish to
detain the House any longer because if I
did so I might say something that some
members might not like. Members will
realise the difficulty I have had in doing
justice to the Speech, thongh in preparing
my notes T was assisted by the eourtesy ex-
tended to me by the Aecting-Premier,

MR. TONEIN (North-East Fremantle):
I formally second the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
Move-— : ’ T

That the House at its rising adourn till
215 p.m. on Tuesday, the 4th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 215
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE,
SUPERPHOSPHATE. '

Hon. . B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What was the quantity of super-
phosphate purchased through the Agrieul-
tural Bank by farmers last season? 2, What
was the amount of ecommission, if any,
gained by the bank on the transaction?
3, What was the ultimate destination of the
commission so received?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
7,983 tons. 2, Superphosphate supplied to
settlers at trade cash priee, the distributors
including the Agrieultural Bank reeeiving
trade eommission of 2s. per ton. 3, Set off
against overhead costs.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

Standing QOrder Suspension.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary re-
solved :—

That. s0 much of Standing Order No. 48 be
suspended as to enable {he Council to meet for
the despatch of business on Tuezday, Wednes-
day and Thursday in each week at the hour
of 2.13 in the afternoon.

MOTION—CONDOLENCE.

The late Hon., J. M. Macfarlane, M.L.C.

THE CHIETF SECRETARY [2.26]: It is
with deep regret that I rise to move the fol-
lowing motion:—

That this House desires to place on record
its sincere appreciation of the public services
rendered to this State by the late Hon. J. M.
Maocfarlane who, at the time of his death, was
a member for the Metropolitan-Suburban Pro-
vince, and expresses itz deep sympathy with
the members of his family in the irreparable
loss they have sustained by his decease; and
that the Pregident be requested to forward
the foreging resolution to the members of his
family.

Mr. Macfarlane had a lengthy and varied
career in the public and eommereial life of
this State. He tock a pride in civic matters
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and wag at one time a member of the Perth
City Council. He was very closely asso-
ciated with the milk and butter industry,
and was always actively engaged in that
particular direction. In going back over the
years of the development of that industry
one will find a regular mention of the name
of Macfarlane. In 1910 he was a member
of the Food Standards Committee set up
under the Pure Foods Act. After being
chairman of the Western Australian Com-
mittee of the Australian Dairy Council, he
became the chairman of this State’s Pasture
Improvement Committee of the Australian
Dairy Produce Board, retiring from that
position in 1940. In the business com-
munity My. Macfarlane was a well-known
figure, He founded the firm of Macfarlane
& Co., Ltd., which still carries on under his
name.

In 1922 Mr. Maefarlane entered the Legis-
lative Council as a member for the Metro-
politan Province. In 1928 he failed to gain
re-election, but in 1930 he was successful
in winning a Metropolitan-Suburban Pro-
vince seat, which he held until his death.
Notwithstanding his active assoeciation with
the political, municipal and commercial
affairs of this State, our late eolleague also
found time to interest himself in patriotic
and social welfare organisations. He was
an executive official of the War Patriotic
Fund set up during the 1914-18 war, and
at the time of his death filled the position
of chairman of the executive of the Western
Australian War Patriotic Fund for Sol-
diers’ Dependants. He was a valued mem-
ber of the Royal Life Saving Society and
& former president of the Royal Agrieul-
tural Society.

So it can be said that Mr. Maefarlane
has left behind a record of publie service
which will remain a credit to his memory.
That record should be a matter of great
pride to his bereaved family. During the
years he was a member of this Chamber
he was not a frequent speaker, only enter-
ing into debates on subjects of which he
had a full knowledge. His remarks then
were informative, having as a baekground
a field of practical experience. It has been
my privilege to be associated with him in
many ways, and although we differed in
our political views, I must pay tribuie to
the valuable services he rendered to the
State in many capacities. He lived a full
and active life, even unto his death. To

those he left behind, I trust that memories
of his long and useful service to the com-
munity will be some consolation for his
passing,

Hon, H, 8. W, PAREER (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I join with the Chief Secretary
in his remarks and endorse all he has said.
Mr. Macfarlane, as a colleague, was extra-
ordinarily good to me personally. He was
well and popularly known throughout the
provinee, and after I hecame a colleague, he
assisted me not only inside but also ouiside
the House. He was a man who possessed
a wonderful fund of information and at all
times made available to me any detsils I
desired from him. Whenever he spoke, it
was on matters with which he was fully con-
versant. He was a particularly valuable
member in consequence of the information
he was able to give on questions affecting the
dairying and allied industries. Mr. Macfar-
lane’s passing will be a great loss to this
House and to his province. He was & man of
great energy. There was no part of the pro-
vince that he did not regularly visit, and
when meetings were held at places diffieult
of atcess, one could always rest assared that
he would be there, often accompanied by his
wife. It was a pleasure to be present with
him at various gatherings and entertain-
ments; he was always so happy and cheer-
ful. I suppose there are few members who
enjoyed Parliamentary life so much as did
our late lamented friend.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I wish to associate myself
elosely with the motion of condolence with
the next-of-kin of my late colleague. Mr.
Maecfarlane will be missed by every member
of this Chamber but, T think, more particu-
larly by his two eolleagues, Mr. Parker and
myself. As Mr. Parker has said, Mr. Mac-
farlane was a great friend to us, a very
helpful type of Parliamentarian, ever-ready
to assist his fellow-representatives of the
provinee, He closely identified bimself with
every movement for the social bhetterment of
the people of his province, and possibly
moved amongst his electors mueh more than
does the average Parliamentarian. He was
favourably known, favourably thought of
and favourably spoken of hy thousands of
his electors, regardless of their or his own
politieal views. It is with great regret that
I speak on the motion.
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Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East): I feel
that we have lost an able advocate and
helper, particularly in connection with the
agricultural and allied industries of this
State. I attended many agricultural shows
in company with our late member, and the
number of people who eagerly looked for-
ward to the kindly advice he was always so
ready to give from his own experience was
indecd remarkable. He was partienlarly
helpful in those centres where dairying
holds sway. In a wider sphere he gave en-
counragement to every centre that he visited.
He was particularly sought after for judg-
ing at shows, and whenever he had any
spare time he readily made himself available
for that purpose. His advice and assis-
tance encouraged to carry on a great many
who felt that things were not going too
happily, and his advice and help carried
many of them through to success. I feel
that we have lost an csteemed member of
this Chamber and 1 therefore wish to
identify myself with the motion.

THE PRESIDENT: In putting the
motion, I merely wish to add that our late
colleaguo had inherited from his father a
spirit of enterprise and pioneering. At the
time of the gold discovery in California,
his father left his homeland, went to Cali-
fornia and lived there for some time. A few
years after goldmining in California
commenced in 1849, the gold discoveries of
Ballarat and Bendigo attracted the atten-
tion of the whole world, and our late eol-
league’s father was among those who Ieft
the goldfields of California for the goldfields
of Aastralia, It was therefore but natural
that Mr. Macfarlane, as a young man, should
have acted somewhat similarly when the
goldficlds of Western Australia broke out
and Coelgardie and Kalgoorlie began to be
known. Mr. Macfarlane, just as his father
left his homeland for the goldfields of Cali-
fornia and later on left California for Aus-
tralia, left the Kastern States and +was
among those who took part in the rush to
the zoldfields of this State. Throughout
his whole life that spirit of enterprise and
pioneering which had characterised his
father also distinguished Mr. Macfarlane,
who in his commercial undertakings, while
endeavouring to advanece his own fortume,
also did great service for Western Australia
and was a most nseful citizen.

Question passed; members standing,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 30th July.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [2.35]: I would like to commence
my remarks by weleoming our two newly-
elected members. I feel sure they will prove
to be of great assistance to us and to the
provinces they represent, and we shall have
the advantage of their general outlook on
affairs. It is sometimes good to have new
blood here and I feel sure that our two new
members will assist to make the debates even
more interesting.

The Honorary Minister: But I hope not
more lengthy than in the past.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I am pleased
to see onr friend Mr. Thomson bhack after
his recent long illmess. I trust he has re-
covered fully and will be able to assist us
as he has always done in the past. 1 regrei
that the Premier has been ill and that Mr.
Baxter is absent for the same reason, but I
trast that before long we shall have them
back amongst vs. The loss of the Premier's
services at the present time is rather serious
and we therefore hope his recovery will be
quick,

Several matters I desire to touch upon
border on the Federal sphere. As regards
the State, I desire to pay a compliment to
the Premier and his colleagnes on having
balanced the Budget. That is no mean effort
in these times, and however much opposed
I may be to many of the measures brought
forward by the Government, I feel bound to
admit—as I think every fair-minded person
will admit—that the Government has done
an excellent job in balancing the Budget.

Hon. J. Cornell: What about the July
deficit ?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I am speaking
of the past year. T may have something to
say about the Government’s eurrent policy.
QOne matter 1 desire it to take up is of grave
importance, especially to future generations
of Western Australia,; indeed of Australia,
and that is the prevalence of venereal disease.
It is vsuvally thought that that disease must
not be mentioned. Because of that, there is
so much seerecy about it; people do not
like to disenss it or even talk aboui it, but
it continues on its underground way. If
more publicity were given by the Govern.
ment to fignres relating to the disease from
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month to month, people would bhe warned
and parents could point out the risks to
their children. From time to time some
mention is made of the subjeet in the Press;
some authorities assert that the disease is
not inereasing, others say that it is, We are
all aware that in times of war, where masses
of men—soldiers and sailors—are congre-
gated together, venereal disease does, and
will, inecrease. Nothing will stop young
pecple from being extremely human. We
must remember that when men enlist in
the Forces they lose that home contact they
have in civil life,  They are taught dif-
ferently. A man joins the Army to kill. In
peace-time that is the most deplorable
thing we ecan imagine. These large
bodies of men become fed up with the daily
routine, and it is but natural they should
then give vent to their feelings. The young
women and middle-aged women are carried
away by the uniforms, with the result that
the morals of the people depreciate tremen-
dously.

Unfortunately parents do not seem to
have the control ¢ver their children that they
used to exercise, There is no such thing
today as girls going to dances with chap-
erons. The girls attend willy-nilly, as they
like. They certainly seem to take care with
respect to the birth of children, but do they
take precautions with regard to venereal
disease, which, whether it is ordinary
gonorrhoea or syphilis, can be passed on to
future generations? It may not be the actual
individual who econtracts it now that will
suffer most. The suffering will come a gen-
eration or two later. Something should be
done with a view to bringing the matter
more forcibly before the people. I am sure
the necwspapers would be only too willing
to publish properly written articles from
authoritative persons pointing out the var-
jous pitfalls that are to be evaded. I know that
the Health Department has issued a pamph-
let, but T do pot know to what extent it is
distributed. The pamphlet is one that a
person may reeeive but hide away in case
he is discovered with it. A pamphlet should
be issued that everyone could see and profit
by. Tf parents were more fully conversant
with the various phases of venereal disease,
they would perhaps take greater care of
their young people. A properly prepared
pamphlet would undoubtedly frighten many
people, and would perhaps, if not prevent
the evil, certainly minimise its effects.

I have been surprised to find that so many
schools have been closed. [t is not my inten-
tion to reiterate the argument I advaneed
last session about evacuation. The remarks
I made at that time have proved to be more
or less correct, namely, that the danger of
an mvasion in these parfs is remote. Many
school children have been evacuated. I am
not speaking of schools that have been taken
over by the Army or Navy, but of others
where the children have been moved to
schools somewhere in the neighbourhood and
where the children have been taught in
shifts. That is very bad for the children.
Parents complain that the youngsters who
do not go to school in the morning get into
mischief through having so much time on
their hands, and that those who attend school
in the afternoon also get into mischief be-
cause their parents cannot look after them
in the morning.

In normal times children are at sehool
when the parents are away. XNow, unfor-
tunately, children are at home when the
parents are away. I hope the Minister for
Eduecation will look into this matter and
see whether it is possible to revert to nor-
mal school hours for all children, and to re-
open the closed sechools. I see no objection
to preparations being made for an invasion,
although such an eventuality is very doubt-
ful. In my opinion children should be sent
back to their old schools and told te carry
on. The lack of full educational facilities,
and a similar lack in the up-bringing of
small children are aspeets that will affect
our future generations. Only a5 a last re-
sort should we interfere with the educational
facilities afforded to our children.

It is not my intention to diwell too much
upon the absurdity of the black-out and
lighting restrictions. Apparently the auth-
orities think they are necessary, notwith-
standing the number of fatal accidents that
are directly due to the restrictions. TUn-
fortunately the authorities take no preecau-
tions to see that the black-out of buildings
is earried into effect. If the regulations are
worthwhile, it should be equally worth-
while to see that they are properly carried
out. I do mnot think a black-out is neces-
sary, but unfortunately the law provides for
it. For my own part I have religionsly ecom-
plied with the law in that respect and have
blacked-out my windows. When I walk
along the street I see every third house, if
not every other house, with lights pouring
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from the windows. Where I live it Is
possible to see a big street-light Llazing
three miles across the water. Wherever one
looks one can see lights. Apparently people
do not realise that their lights are showing.
They think their windows are blacked-out,
and that is where the danger lies. T am
going to assume that T was wrong when I
said some time ago that a black-out was
unnecessary.

If a black-out is necessary, let it he pro-
perly carried out. We kunow what steps
have been taken with regard to the head-
lamps of motor cars; but against that we
have the blazing lights on the trams. The
Rottnest lighthouse iz blazing, as are also
the lights in the Fremantle Harbour and the
navigation lights. The other night I saw
lights blazing from the large windows of a
hotel that is situated on top of a hill. I
have seen private houses where all the blinds
were up and the lights were blazing out to-
wards the sea, If it is necessary to kill
people so that there may be a black-out,
surely it is not asking the Government too
much to appoint a few iuspectors to warn
the community before any prosecutions are
launched. The majority of people do not
realise they are committing an offence. Let
inspectors go round and point oubt where
windows are not sufficiently covered. If
householders do not comply with the law
they should then be vigorously proseeuted.
Some members of the Police Force should
be engaged as inspectors to undertake this
task, and not voluntary inspeectors associated
with air-raid precautions.

I admit that air-raid wardens and othexs
are doing a wonderful work. Unfortunately
some people are found in any organisation
who, if they are given a little aunthority, will
overdo it and do not act tactfully. If we are
to have a black-out, the authorities should
insist upon its being made complete. The
only way to bring that about is to appoint
inspectors to see that the work is properly
done. My own idea is that the black-out re-
strictions are ridiculons. We are not likely
to be raided; but if that does happen, the
best way to ensure a complete black-out is
for the lights to be turned off at the
mains. There would then be no light
anywhere. If T am wrong in my
assumption, and it is possible for a raid
to oceur, it cannot Ilast long, and
the lichts need only be out for a little while.
Plenty of warning will be given, and vari.

ous instruments are available so that it may
he given in good time. The Army and the
Naval authorities do not seem to require these
regulations, but they are wanted by the Civil
Defence Counecil. If inspectors were ap-
pointed, as I suggest, it would probably ha
found that not one house in five was pro-
perly blacked out.

I was pleased to hear-the sunggestion that
the number of copies of “Hansard” should
be reduced. I for one would be willing to
forego the bound volume that is supplied at
the end of each session. We know we ean
always get a copy within the preecinets of
Parliament if we want one. Many members
must feel as 1 do. “Hansard” takes up a
lot of room on one’s shelves and one seldom
has to look at it.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Volumes of “Hansard”
might be of some use on top of an air-raid
shelter.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: If possible I
should like to move that the printing of the
bound volume of “Hansard” be discon-
tinned, but the present is not the appro-
priate timé to take such a step. I hope,
however, the issue of ‘“‘Hansard™ as a bound
volume will he diseontinued.

I am sorry the Premier has eonsented to
be the authority under the National Security
Regulations, That seems to me to be wrong.
The Premier is the servant of the State Par-
liament, It is wrong that he should bring
down regulations as a servant of the Com-
monwealth Parliament, and so preclude
members” of this Parliament from having
any say in those which he promulgates. I
trust that State Ministers will not act as
agents under the National Security Aet. It
is not right that they should do so. If takes
them away from the Parliament of Western
Australia, and it is to this Parliament that
they are wsually responsible.

I shall noew draw attention to what is pos-
sibly a Federal matter, but it is neeessary
that it should he given some publicity. I
noticed in the “West Australitan” yesterday
2 statement from Canberra dated the 3lst
July, containing the following:—

The Minister for the Army (Mr. Fords) has
received complaints from members of Parlia-
ment and cothers that some commanding offi-
cers are endeavouring to coerce members of
the Citizen Military Force (militia) to join
the ALF. Today he made it clear that trans-
fers from the C.M.F. to the AILF. must be
on a voluntary basis and that the Government
would not tolerate coercion .
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Mr. Forde added that the gemeral rovtine
order issued some time ago by Army Head-
quarters to Army units and dealing with the
transfers had contained the following: **The
greatest care must be exercised to ensure that
there ean be no question of coercion in obtain.
ing volunteera’’

That is quite right. We do not want to en-
danger the soldier who is prepared to fight
anywhere for bis country by forcing people
when they say, “We are only going to fight
under pains and penalties to go oversea,
where there is no likelihood of a fight taking
place.” Those people should not be coerced.
Every penny that is taken from the com-
munity hy way of taxation, whether govern-
mental or other taxation, reduces the stan-
dard of living. We cannot keep up the stan-
dard of living if money is taken from the
people. If it is desired to keep up the stan-
dard of living it is cssential that the wage-
earner should retain as much of his wages
as possible. That is a phase with which the
Commonwealth Government does not seem to
be in agreement to the extent that it agrees
with the principle indicated in the extract I
have alrcady read, which intimates to the
public that the Federal Government ahsolu-
tely and entirely opposes any snggestion of
coercion when the objeect is the benefit of
the country; but in another direction it does
not ohject when the eoercion is for the bene-
fit of the unions. I have alread;y indicated
how it disapproves of coercion when it comes
to volunteering for service in the A.LF.,
and now I propose to demonstrate how the
Federal Government is prepared to apply
coercion to temporary clerks in the Com-
monwealth Public Service and in other
branches of Federal employment, for the
benefit of the unions,

I take it the CGovernment's action can
only be for the benefit of the unions hecause
any Government that employs temporary
clerks should he an ideal employer. Clerks
are employed temporarily under conditions
existing at the time and those conditions are
prescribed by the Government. The present
Commonwealth Government has set down
certain conditions. Temporary elerks have
been allowed certain rights by way of ap-
peal and so on, but nevertheless the Govern-
ment has deereed that those privileges should
apply to temporary elerks only if they join
the Temporary Clerks Union or some other
appropriaie union. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment says to these employees: “You should
not enjoy those privileges unless you join

a union. If you do not do so, you will not
derive any brnefits at all from these pro-
visions nor will yon receive any increase in
your rates of pay. You must join a union”

I am informed that a member of the Tem-
porary Clerks’ Union must give six mcnths
or threce months notice—I sm not sure
whieh; that point is immaterial for the pur-
poses of my argument—if he desires to sever
his conneetion with the organisation. He
must pay his union dues during that period.
A temporary clerk ecan he dismissed at a
day's notice but nevertheless if he is a
member of the union he must continue pay-
ing his dues during the period that must
clapse before his resignation takes effect.
I shall place hefore the House particulars
of an extraordinary cireular which was
issued over the signature of Mr. W. T. Ross
who presumably is the seeretary of the
Public Serviee Board, Canberra, on the 19th
May, 1942, The cireular reads as follows:—

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA,
&. 19/314. P.8.B. Circular No. 1948/5,
Memorandum to all departments:

Restriction of bencfits of new Arbitration
Determinations to members of relative
organisations, ete.

I am directed to inform you that a direction
in the following terms has been given by the
Government ;—

1. The Government desires, as a matter of
poliey, that the provisions of any determination
already made by the Public Service Arbitrator
but which is not yet in forec, or of any deter-
mination that may be made subsequent to the
19th May, 1942, should be applied only to re-
turned soldiers and to members of an organi-
sation within the meaning of the Common-
wealth Coneilintion and Arbitration Aect.

2. Conscquent on this direction the Board
has varied the determimation wmade under Pub-
lic Service Regulation 74B, and the following
conditions are to be applied in future:—

(1) Determinations of the Public Service
Arbitrator already made but not actu-
ally in foree, and all future determina-
tions, will apply only to members of
organisations and returned soldiers.

(2) Determination provisions being applied
at the date of the Government’s direc-
tion (18/5/42) will continue to apply
to all officers and employees, whether
members of organisations or not, un-
til there i8 a new determination which
is relevant; any such determination
will he applicable only to members
and returned =nldiers (vide (1)
above); others will remain subject to
present conditions until they join an
organisation, or until otherwise deter-
mined.
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(3) A new appointee—returned soldier or
member of an organisation—will re-
¢eive whatever determination benefits
are applicable.

{(4) A new appointee-non-returned soldier
and non-member—will be subject to
the eonditions in operation in relation
to his position on 19/5/42, but on be-
coming a member of an organisation
will receive the benefits of any deter-
mination brought into operation after
19/5/42.

(p) Officers transferred or promoted from
pogitions subject to one determination
to positions covered by a different
determination will be treated similarly
to new appointees, vide (3) and (4).

3. All determinations of the Public Service

Arbitrator subsequent to No. 12 of 1942 will
come into forece after 19th May, 1942, It
should be noted, thercfore, that the provisions
of the following determinations in respect of
which advices have already been issued by the
Board will apply only to members of organi-
sations registered under the Conciliation and
Arbitration Aet apd to returned soldiers:—

The determinations are mentioned, these be-
ing Nos. 13, 14, 18, 19 and 20 of 1942
affecting the organisations concerned and
subjects as follows:—

C.P.S. Clerical Association—Overtime, mini-
mum rate,
CP.LC.
allowances.

Amalgamated Postal Workers’ Union Fede-
rated Public Service Assistants’ Association—
Rates of pay, assistants.

C.P.S. Artisans’ Association—Overtime, em-
ployees over £462.

Amalgamated Postal Workers’ Union—JLine
staffs, rates of pay.

The circular continues—

Determinations Nos. 15, 16, 17, 21 and 22
apply to officers and cmployees not under the
Commonwealth Public Service Aect.

Non-members of organisations occupying
positions covered by the Arbitration de-
terminations mentioned above who are not
returned soldiers are imeligible for the
benefits of those determinations wnaless and
until they become members; they will until
further notice remain subject to all the condi-
tions at present in operation in regard to rela-
tive rates of pay and conditions of employment,
e.g., linemen who are non-members and are not
returned soldiers will continue to receive their
present rates of pay, with increments as at
present provided, but will not be paid the
salaries awarded in Determination Neo. 20 of
1942,

4, The Board suggests that steps be taken
immediately to obtain and record particulars as
to membership of the organisations concerned
in determinations operating after 19th May,
1942, ie, thosc listed in paragraph 3 above,
in order that the Government decision may be
applicd when the determinations referred to
in that paragraph come into operation,
Arrangements should also be made for receipt

Artisang’ Association—Wartime

regularly from the organisations coneerned, and
for recording in the department all particu-
lars as to officers and employees subsequently
joining or ceasing to be members of those
organisations.

5. The following amendments which have
been made in the Board’s general orders might
be noted in the volumes in use in your Jepart-
meont :—

General QOrder 166:
the following:—

‘¢ Consequent upon determinations made by
the Board pursuant to Regulation 74B, the
following are the eonditions to operate in re-
gard to the application of determinations of
the Public Service Arbitrator:—

{1} The salaries and conditions of employ-
ment prescribed in determinations
under the Arbitration {(Public Servite)
Act which eame into force after 19th
May, 1942, shall be applied only to
members of organisations registered
under the Commonwealth Conciliation
and Arbitration Act and to returned
soldiers;

{2) The salaries and conditions of employ-
ment prescribed in  determinations
mnder the Arbitration (Public Service)
Act in operation on the 19th May,
1942, shall, until otherwise deter-
mined, be applied to all officers and
employees, whether membera of the
relative  organisation or mnot, whose
positions are covered by any parti-
cular determination,

General Order 387.—Insert at commencement

of Order:—

‘‘Subject to General Order 166.°!

General Order 476.—Insert at commencement
of Order:—

*‘Sobject to General Order 166.°’

That ecircular bas been issued under the
authority of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, which pretends to be fighting a war
in the interests of the people. Under its
authority money that is required for in-
vestment in war saving ceriificates and Com-
monwealth bonds and funds essential in
order that a proper standard of living may
be maintained, is being taken from those
who are in temporary employment in the
Commonwealth Service, seeing that they are
forced to join a wuniom.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Who issued that cir-
calar?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: The Common-
wealth Public Service Board. The follow-
ing notice was also sent out :—

Inspectors in Charge Sections—

Particulars are required of all temporary
officers on your section who are members of
the Commonwealth Temporary Clerks Associa-
tion. Those who are not at present members
of this organisation should if they desire to

Delete and substitute
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participate in benefits advise this office imme-
diately they become members. This P.S.B.
Circular should be seen by all members of
your staff.

That iostruetion to inspectors in charge of
sections is dated the 26th May last. At pre-
sent there are hundreds of temporary Com-
monwealth employecs in Western Australia,
who are engaged in connection with the
several branches of the Fighting Forees and
with various Federal activities, including
munition works. It seems to me most damn-
able that any section of a British community
should issue a eireular such as that I have
read. I may be asked: “What has that fo
do with Western Australia seeing that it is
a Federal matter?”

Hon. J. Cornell: Perhaps they want to
make the returned soldiers join the R.8.1.
or perhaps to join the union instead,

Hon. H. 3. W. PARKER: Perhaps the
Government thinks the R.8.L. is getting too
strong.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It applies mostly
to the unions. That is where the scabbing
comes in. You wounld not put the retnimed
soldiers in the scab eategory, would yon?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I am pleased
to hear Mr. Williams’s remark regarding
the soldiers.

Hon. C. B. Williams: 1t bas always been
so with the unions.

Hon. H. §. W. PARKER: Members have
heard Mr. Williams apply the term “seab”
to people who have perhaps given up good
positions in order to become temporary
clerks to assist the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in these difficult times. Merely beeanse
such a person may not choose to join a
union and thereby pay money into an organi-
sation for the purpose of keeping perfectly
useless seerefaries in office—this at a time
when the Federal Government is erying out
for more manpower—he is referred to as a
seab. Surely the Government itself counld
look after the interests of the temporary
clerks employed by it and ensure that they
receive proper rates of pay and econditions.
On the other hand the Federal Government
says, “No, you shall not be entitled to any
advance in pay or to the benefit of condi-
tions which we provide unless youn pay-in to
our unions.” The Minister for the Army,
Mr. Forde, when it is a matter of fighting
for the safety of Australia, says that no
coercion must he exercised——

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Of course, that is a
very different matter!

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Many of these
people did not require employment. Some
are elderly men who have taken positions as
temporary elerks to assist the country in its
hour of need. Yet those men this afternoon
have been designated as scabs should they
not join the Temporary Clerks’ Union, Those
people are not interested in politics to any
extent at all. Nevertheless, union secretaries
have interviewed many of them to impress
upon them the necessity to join a union,
failing whieh they will not enjoy benefits
under the Government’s decree. The doeu-
ment I have read constitutes a most damning
indictment of any civilised Government, as
damnable an indictment as eould possibly
be brought against it. For that reason 1
have placed the matter before the House, I
suggested to the editor of one newspaper
that he should publish the doeument. While
he was only too anyious to do so, the editor
pointed out that hefore it eould be printed it
would have to be submitted to the Censor,
and where articles contained adverse com-
ments on Commenwealth departments, they
had to be submitted to the heads of those
departments for initial censoring. He pointed
out that the Press could not publish such
doeuments unless they were first censored.

IIon. C. B. Williams: They publish a lot
of tripe.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: T agree with
that interjection; they do publish quite a
lot of tripe. However, I sincerely trust that
this partienlar matter will not be considered
tripe. 1 have pleasure in supporting the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

HON. G, B. WOOD (East): In support-
ing the motion I desire fo add my welcome
to our two new members, whoe come here
with a ecertain amount of honorary publie
service to theiv evedit, whieh I feet quite
snre will stand them in good stead in this
Chamber. I shail not touch on matters per-
taining to the war or to Federal subjects,
lecanse T think that is rather futile. The
State Parlinment has a hig job of its own
to do, bigzer perhaps than we had a few
Years ago, in endeavouring to protect State
rights from Federal encroachment. State
Parliaments can do much in furthering the
war effort by maintaining a happy and eon-
tented people. My intention is to utilise
this opportunity for the bringing forward
of many matters of vital importance to the
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people I represent, even though I may run
the risk of being accused of having a paro-
chial mentality. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on having fought against wuniform
taxation. Ministers did the right thing; and
I applaud their effort. The majority de-
cision of the Iigh Court makes it clear
that those State Governments which op-
posed this Federal legislation were om sound
ground. The decision shows that any Fede-
ral Government, no matter what its politieal
ereed, will be standing on shaky ground if
it should desire to continue uniform taxa-
tion beyond the period fixed for its ter-
mination. T hope that the Western Austra-
lian Government of that future time, no
matter of what political eomplexion, will
bear that in mind.

I remind Ministers that the primary in-
dustries are playing a highly important
part in the war effort, and I desire to con-
nect that matter up with the manpower
sttuation, which as regards primary indus-
tries is not at all satisfactory. We are
faced definitely with a shortage of shearvers.
People are leaving their farms. T shall not
speak at length eoncerning the wheat indus-
try, becanse that is not so important in
view of the surpins of wheat. T know, how-
ever, that people are abandoning such in-
dustries as pig-raising, dairying, and the
raising of meat. On the last-mentioned in-
dustry, let me remind the House of some-
thing that happened in this State three or
four months ago. At that time Western
Australia was absolutely without one pound
of meat in eold storage for the mainten-
ance of onr Fighting Porces. Who is to
blame for that I do not know, but if the
Government fools around with the price of
meat and other commodities a similar posi-
tion may arise again. Men will not fat-
ten wethers and pigs if the products are to
be snbject to ridiculonsly low prices. It
will be said that the shortage of meat to
which T have alluded was dne to the Kim-
berley shipping position. Perhaps it was
at that time. Still, the fact is extraordinary
that Western Australia shonld have hean
without a single pound of meat in eold stor-
aze when so many persons were coming here.
I repeat, it the Government insists on fix-
ing the price of meat, that position may
arise once more.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You want prices
fixed only for things that suit you!

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I wish to bring to
the notice of the Government the serious
position in the farming arveas today as re-
gards the rabbit pest. There is no labour
available to poison rabbits, and the farmer
himseM eannot do it. I trust the Govern-
ment will endeavour to get men out of the
Army to cope with shearing and other
operations., Efforts have heen made by
members of Parliament and others to get
men out of the Army for shearing, but with-
out snecess. Last Saturday the Northam
secrctary of the Shearers’ Union told me
that, apart from the depot sheds, he did
not know of more than two or three shear-
ers in the district ready to ecarry on that
job. T ecan certify that a similar position
exists in other districts, and therefore I
hope the Government will use its utmost ef-
forts to overcome the difficulty.

I intend to bring up all the grievances
I have with regard to primary production.
Tt is useless to ask primary producers to
feed the Armies in Western Australia and
in Australia generally if they do not re-
ceive a fair deal. Now I propose to read
a letter to me from Mr. V. J. Dougan, the
secretary of the Corrigin District Hospital
Board, dated the 23rd July last—

1 have been asked by my board to bring be-
fore your notice the following matter. It re-
fers to the Agricultural Bank Act. Under the
Act as it now stands the Commissioners have
not power to make advances to settlers for
the purpose of paying for hospital treatment.
A farmer’s assets are nanally all eovered by
the Bank’s statutory lien and a bill of sale
over all the stock, and unless the farmer’s posi-
tion is exceptionally strong, all applications to
draw against his stock are met with a curt
refusal by the Bank, and the hospital is left
lamenting. We are asking you, when Parlia-
ment meets again, if you would kindly move
for an amendment of the Agriculteral Bank
Act, and thus give a measure of relief to the
hospitals in this way.

It is extraordinary that farmers when fall-
ing sick or meeting with aecidents should be
refused admission to hospitals on ‘the
ground of inability to pay hospital fees be-
cause the Agrieultural Bank has elosed
down on them. 1nder such disabilities,
people cannot be expected to eontinue on
farms. Another person, residing in the Ben-
cubbin distriet, has written to me stating
that the water was cut off on his place be-
cause the Agrienltnral Bank would not pay
the miserable amount of the water rate. I
ask the Chief Secretary to loock into these
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matters and sec whether something eannot
be done.

I trust the (fovernment will endeavour to
reduce interest rates. In our farming areas
properties are over-capitalised. I ack-
nowledge that some financial institutions are
doing the best they can in that regard, but
others definitely are not. Farmers eannot
eontinue year after year with impossible
loads of interest round their necks. When
application is made te a bank which is not
assisting sufficiently, the reply is, “We have
to consider our shareholders.”” Last week
19 men walked off their properties in the
Denmark distriet, making a total of 150 for
the season.  Such facts do not azid the
country. The Government has a big job in
kelping people on the land. T ean assure
Ministers and the military authorities that
if something is not done, they will wake up
some day to find that there is not enough
food in Western Australia to maintain them
all. I know a man who made £500 a year
from pigs, but today be has no pigs left he-
cause there is nobody to look after them. The
Government and the military authorities
should co-operate to rectify these matters,
At present there is no co-operation whatever
between the three or four departments con-
cerned, who simply end by saying, “The

military authorities will not permit it.”
Mr, Yorde, the Federal Minister for
the Army, said that every faecility would

be made avaliable for the obtaining of
shearers, but that has not heen done, The
State Government should use its utmost ef-
forts in this direction.

Now as to masked headlights. I shalt deal
with that phase only as applying on coun-
try roads. Last session this House disallowed
certain regulations, and in another
members of all pariies expressed their dis-
approval of masked headlights, especially
on country roads. About a month later the
Minister for Civil Defence rushed to Can-
berra and obtained the gazettal of a Federal
regulation over-riding what the State Parlia-
ment had done. That is not at all satisfac-
tory. How does the State Government up-
hold the rights of this State Parlinment?
In the rural areas one would not find a man
in a hondred who does not express sirong
disapproval of the unreasonable conditions
under which we have to drive around the
country at night. Only last Saturday after-
noon I was driving to Northam with my
masked headlights—and I use the most ex-

place .

pensive masks obtainable—when I eneoun-
tered a train running between Spencer’s
Brook and Northam on a section alongside
ithe road. That train carried an enormous
headlight. 1t is no exaggeration to say that
the glare of that light could be seen ten
miles away. Yet I had to proceed along the
road hordering the railway with masked
headlights. In fact, later on I ran off the
road. In Northam itself I met a military
truek with the masks off.

Hon. L. Craig: You should have taken
vours off.

Hon. G. B. WOQOD: No; the inspector at
Northam is very partienlar about that sort
of thing. If he saw a member of Parlia-
ment driving a car with the masks off, he
would speedily take action, I leave it to
other members to talk about this question as
it affeets the eity, but I do believe it would
not impair the war effort onc bit if at a dis-
tance of 30 to 40 miles from the coast head-
light masks could be taken off. I have asked
the military authorities how the war effort
would be impaired 1f we could travel along
country roads with our lights unmasked. I
shall be glad if the Chief Secretary will deal
with that matter when replying. I do not
think he will be able to furnish a satisfactory
answer. To say that the military authorities
require the masking of lights is useless. In
fact, it is nonsense, because those aumthori-
ties themselves do not pay regard to the
regulation. This morning I saw a hundred
trucks travelling along the road with their

-lamps masked, but I believe many of the

masks are taken off when night comes along.

Next I wish to draw members’ attention
to a letter which appeared in the “West
Australian,” a letter which has heen answered
by the Leader of the Opposition. It does
definitely affeet Country Party members
here; in fact, all members of this Chamber.
I propose to read this letter and to have
something to say about it. It was written
by Mr. C. Cross and the address given is
Parliament Howse, Perth. 1t reads as fol-
lows :—

My attention has been drawn to a statement
published in ¢‘The West Australian’’ last Fri-
day in a report of a speech made by Mr. C.
G. Latham, M.L.A., at the Primary Producers’
annual meeting, in regard to the marketing of
eggs legislation, According to your report,
Mr. Latham stated: ‘‘Last session n Bill was
introduced in the Assembly by a Labour mem-
ber. As originally introduced this measure
was very cumbersome and unworkable, but in
an effort to assist in the orderly marketing of
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eggs, substantial amendments were moved by
the Country Party and carried, but the Labour
member responsible for the Bill did not have it
proceeded with in the Counecil.”’

The faet is that, so amaicus was Mr. Latham
to secure better marketing legisiation for the
poultry-farmers, that he himself sought to have
the Bill wiped out on a point of order (see
Hansard, p. 2220). In regard to its intro-
duction in the Council, a very real attempt was
made to have the Bill introduced there, as I
asked almost every member personally to in-
troduce the Bill in that Chamber, because as
ja well known ne Assembly member ean in-
troduce 2 Bill in the Upper House.

I want members to partienlarly listen to this

part of the letter—

But it will be well known to Mr. Latham that
my failure to securc any sponsor for the Rill
in the Council was in all probability due to the
active operation of & well-known Country Party
Legisiative Council member who persuaded
members to kill the Bill by refusing to spon-
sor it in any way, thus making history. Failure
to secure better marketing legislation for egg
producers can thus bhe laid at the door of the
Country Party.

I know perfeetly well that no Country
Party member fried to persnade anybody
not to introduce that Bill in the Legislative
Couneil. This letter has gone out to the con-
stituents of Mr. Cross and to my constitn-
ents and the constituents of My, Hamersley
and other members, the idea being to sug-
gest that we tried to do something against
the interests of ponltry farmers. The

allegation iz not truc. I know of no
Country Party member who made any
attempt to persuade any other member
of the House against introducing the

measure, It is an insult {o suggest to other
members of this Chamber that they could
be so influenced by a member of the Country
Party as to refrain from introdueing a Bill
that was passed in another place. Fancy
the two Ministers and the strong-minded Mr.
Williams being so influenced by a member of
the Country Party! I thought that I onght
to bring this matter up, becanse I do not
consider that Mr. Cross should be allowed
to get away with that sert of thing.

A parochial matter with which I wish to
deal is the question of members of Parlia-
ment having tea at Parliament House.
Country members who reside in Perth dur-
ing the session will experience diffienlty in
securing something to eat in the evening.
Later on we shall probably be sitting until
seven o’clock and we shall find it hard to
get into restaurants which are full of soldiers
and sailors and others. I sunggest to the

Government that a portion of the dining-
room could easily be blacked out at little
expense to make provision for at least 15
to 20 members who would like to have tea
there, and I hope something along those lines
will be done.

I support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply but I do not want the
Government to think that we are altogether
satisfied with it, particularly in regard to
matters appertaining to primary producers.
We hope that some rclief will be afforded
in conneetion with matters T have mentioned
and in directions that will be referred to by
other members, so that primary producers
will be shown that they are regarded as
being an important part of the community,
since it is an essential phase of the war:
effort to feed the people.

Hon. S8IR HAL COLEBAT(H {Metro-
politan) : It has heen the usnal—though not
invariable—practice to entrust the task of
moving the adoption of the Address-in-reply
to a very junior member of the House. On
this occasion the Government entrusted it to
an older member, with very happy results.
We had an excellent speech from Mr. Moore
and I propose to begin where he left off. I
strongly recommend to the Standing Orders
Committee Mr. Moore’s suggestion that, at
all events during the eontinuance of the war,
a time limit should be placed on members’
speeches.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It is the
practice ‘of the Senjte and no difficulty
could arisc out of it, becanse there are two
special provisions in relation to the Senate’s
Standing Ovder: one, that it shall not apply
to Ministers moving second readings of Bills
or answering the debate on the Address-in-
reply, and the other, that when a member’'s
time has clapsed it is competent for another
member to rise and move that he be allowed
a short extension, which is never refused.
No difficulties could arise and I think all
members would welecome the proposed limit.
Another matter referred to hy Mr. Moore,
whieh T think there is no harm in my men-
tioning, is the agitation for the opening of
a seeond front. I think we would do well
to deprecate any sueh agitation.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir HAT: COLEBATCH : In England
it is almost entirely confined to the extreme
Left, to members of the Communist Party,
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and it is s significant fact that amongst
Parliamentarians the greatest friend of
Russia, the man who knows most about that
country—Sir Stafford Cripps—deprecates
agitations of thiz kind. Why? Becanse he
is in a position to know the entire situation
and is aware that the how, when and where
of the opening of a seeond front cannot be
decided by poepular clamour but must be the
deliberate decision of those who know, and
it must be a decision kept entirely seeret
until sueh time as it can be put into opera-
tion. I know there is a certain amount of
agitation in Western Australia and a cer-
tain amount of broadeasting in that direc-
tion, but in our small way we might do well
to deprecate anything of the kind.

Reference was made by Mr. Moore to
a matter regarding which I am not
entirely in agreement with him, There is
only one piece iof legislation specifically
promised in the Lieut-Governor’s Speech.
That legislation is designed to over-ride a
decision of the Arbitration Court. The
Speech says—

The Government tzkes great pride in this
State’s record of industrial peace

A proper pride teo
and is gravely concerned that this should
be the only State in Australia in which the
workers have been deprived of their cost of
living variationsg in the basic wage.

We are told that a Bill is to be introduced
to alter that position. It must be remembered
that the Arbitration Court has complete
power to make such variations, such in-
ereases in wages in aeccordanee with varia-
tions in the cost of living, and that it has
refused to make those increases after the
hearing of exhaustive evidence. The Court
bas given reasons for its deeision, those
reasous summed up being that it does not
consider that it would be in the best interests
of Western Australia to grant the increases
at the present time. Altogether apart
from the merits of the case I venture to
think that this Parliament should be very
slow to over-ride the decision of a properly-
appointed éribunal. The President of the
Arxbitration Court—23r. President Dwyer—
is not unsympathetie towards the cause of
the workers. He never has been. In the
judgment he gave in this case he showed
himself to be entirely sympathetic and fully
understanding. Giving his reasons for the
court’s decision, he said—

The basic wage of this eourt even when
not adjusted, is the higheat in the Common-

wealth in purchasing power except in the
wealthier and more prosperous State of
Queensland, and even there if the statutory
requirements of three dependent children are
taken into account it is more generous in its
incidence.

Our hasie wage exceeds the Commenwenlih
basic wage for this State by—at that time—
43, 5d. per week,

The State’s average weekly wage per adult
male worker is the highest in the Common-
wealth both in amount and in purchasing
power.

The State’s weekly hours of work are the

lowest in the Commonwealth.
Those are very vital and sound reasons for
the action taken by the Court. It is sig-
nificant that the representative of the em-
ployees in the Court made no atlempt what-
ever to answer the ease put up by the Pre-
sident. He contented himself with the argu-
ment that—

For many years we had enjoyed a position

of superiority over other States by our basie
wage standards,
His contention was that we must therefore
continue to enjoy that position of super-
iority, in spite of the war and in spite of the
fact that owr industries are all finding it
extremely difficult to compete against the
industries of the other States! What is the
position of the Western Australian worker
on the basic wage as related to the cost of
living? Before the war the basic wage was
77s. It is now 90s. 5d. That increase cor-
responds almost exactly with the inerease in
the cost of living. The increase was men-
tioned by the Prime Minister only a few days
ago when he took eredit to his Government
for having so ordered things that it was only
17.9 per ecent. I members work it out they
will see that that 17.9 per cent. increase
corresponds almost exactly with the inerease
in the basie wage from 77s. to 90s. bd.

There are one or two other matters in con-
nection with the hasic wage fo which we
should give consideration before taking on
ourselves the responsibility of over-riding the
Arbitration Court and insisting on doing
something the Arbitration Court, after hear-
ing the evidence, says would be contrary to
the best interests of Western Australia, The
basic wage is supposed to meet the require-
ments of the average worker and his family.
It is, however, paid to many thousands of
single men and to men who have no children.
I am not suggesting that that is wreng, but
I do suggest that it sets up a condition of
affairs that the worker is entitled to eon-
sider and that we are not entitied to brush
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aside. When we come to those who feel the
eost of living most severely, mainly the men
with two or three children, who really need
the money, we find that they have child cn-
dowment to help them over their difficulties.
All these matters have been carefully con-
sidered by the Arbitration Court and I do
not think that this Parliament, or at all
events this House, will be hasty in saying,
“We are going to take the power out of the
Atvbitration Court’s hands,” and, “Yon must
do this whether you think it right or wrong.”
On several oceasions the Prime Minister
said, “All classes of the community must be
prepared fo cut down.” I want to ask: Are
we to adopt the position that it is only the
wage-earner who is to be exempt from saeri-
fice in the manner of reduction of his wage
as compared with the cost of living? T have
already pointed out that he has not been
subjected to reduction. He has not been re-
fused incrcases in accordance with the cost
of living, but he enjoys certain advantages
because of the war. TUndoubtedly there is
much greater seeurity of employment now.

Point of Order.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: T rise on a point of
order. I would like your ruling, Mr. Presi-
dent, on something which has been running
through my mind for the last few minutes.
Is it competent for a member to enter into
detail, as the hon. member is doing, on the
subject-matter of a Bill that he will have
every oppottanity to deal with when it comes
before the Chamber?

The President: I rule that the
member is perfectly in order.

kon.

Debate Resumed,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH : Tt is quite
obvious that I cannot go into details on a
Bill I have not seen and know nothing about.
1 am simply answering the case put forward
by Mr. Moore. On the other hand, a great
many sections of the community are suffer-
ing severely as a result of the war, and to
whom, I suppose, it is impossible te give
any relief.  They are amongst the most
deserving seetions, partienlarly in the coun-
try distriets, The woolgrower and wheat-
grower, after many years of privation, find
themselves facing extraordinary difficulties
because of the war, and many small business
men in the city and country districis have
been driven from their occupations. Those
are the people who are suffering most, and
it is difficult to give them any relief.

We were told that this was to be done so
that there would be equality of sacrifice
between the wage-earner in Western Aus-
tralia and the wage-earner in the other
States. Personally I am getting rather
impatient with the talk of equality of sac-
rifice. I will give one illustration of how it
is put into effect. Many business people in
this city have been compelled, at great cost
and at tremendous detriment to their busi-
nesses, to take out the glass shop fronts and
replace them with wood. It eannot be pre-
tended that that improves their position or
helps them to earn income, but they are
compelled to treat that expenditure as capi-
tal expenditure. They cannot deduet it
from their income and thereby obtain some
little relief in taxation. When, however,
it comes to the S.P. bookmaker carrying on
something illegal and anti-social, he is per-
mitted to deduet from his income, not the
fines imposed upon himself but those impaosed
on his satellites whom he pays to break the
law in his interests. That, I suppose, is
what is called “equality of saervifice!”

I will make brief reference to the regula-
tions disallowed by this House during the
spectal session. The first is in regard to shop
sigms. I was the mover of the motion for
the disallowance of that regulation, and I
made it abundantly clear that my objections
were to the absurdity of preventing shop-
keepers from putting on their boarded shop
fronts such information as they desired.
They were restricted to their bare names and
tvpes of businesses. Since the regulation
has been disallowed no new regulation hasg
been imposed, and now we are told that cer-
tain business people who, at the request of
the City Council, erected brick shelters
for the safety of the publie, are at a dis-
advantage because other shopkeepers are
making miniature displays in their windows.
That may be the case, but it is still open
to the Government, if it feels inclined, to
enaet fresh regulations which this House
would not objeet to if they were not un-
reasonable and did nof impose on the
business people restrictions which are un-
necessary in the interests of public safety.
It seems not unrcasonable, in dealing with
the business houses that have crected public
shelters, that the bigger businesses should
have made these provisions. It is, without
a doubt, the small businessman who is suf-
fering at the present time.
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Then there was the matter of the black-out
or brown-out. I agree with what Mr. Parker
said. It does seem to me an exfraordinary
thing that the Government and the military
authorities could not have devised some sys-
tem which would have afforded ample pro-
tection to the public and at the same time
reduced the number of fatal and other
serious accidents. Nothing has happened to
Justify what has been done, and I can quite
imagine people saying it is easy fo be wise
after the event. Bu{ in wartime we want
wisdom before the event. It should not be
beyond the wisdom of the civil and military
authorities to devise regulations which
would be amply protective and which would
obviate the number of fatal and serious aeci-
dents. I will go so far as to say that these
accidents are not the worst consequence of
the black-ont.

The Government is fo be commernded
for starting the anti-vice squad, which,
I believe, is doing very good work.
But what I want to know is: Why has the
Government waited until now to do this¢
The evil was obvious for many months, and
the root of it is to be found in the black-out
conditions.  If these conditions were to he
observed everyone knew what the result
would be. Why was not action taken to
check it? Why was not the present action
taken three months ago before much of the
harm had been done?

The surplus for the year is undoubtedly
satisfactory. I hope that any further infor-
mation afforded to us will not show that it
is counteracted by the heavy deficit in July.
An explanation has already been given, and
I am not going to suggest that the surplus
for last year was not entirely genuine. Not
much goad purpese will be served by com-
menting on Commonwealth finance. We are
told that, as a resnlt of umiform taxation,
the Government will get an extra £12,500,000.
I would like to see some evidence that it
will be carefully spent. Already there has
been an increase in the note issue which,
whilst it may not be immediately alarming,
is sufficient at all events to make people
think, particularly when we see that a speeial
conference of the Anstralian Labour Party
is to be convened apparently to ask the Gov-
ernment why it has not put into foree
Labour’s policy for the financing of the war
by the issuing of Commonwealth Bank
eredit. T hope the eonference will be held
soon, and that the Government will make

it clear that it has no intention to do some-
thing which will undonbtedly undermine the
financial stability of the eountry and cause
serious dislocation in our war effort.

During the special session we devoted a
good deal of time to two other matters, one
of which was the position of goldmining,
and the other was uniform taxation. The
position in regard to goldmining has not
yet been made clear. We hope that wisdom
will prevail and that the co-operation of
the mining tompanies will be availed of to
the greatest extent so that all the labour re-
quired for military purposes may be pro-
vided, and at the same time the goldmining
industry not destroyed to a greater extent
than js inevitable. We cannot get away from
the faet that when many men are taken
away from a small mire, particularly in
the outlying districts, and leave the com-
munity without any means of livelihood, a
great disservice is done to the State. People
will be flocking into Perth, and I do not
know what they will be able to do. Again,
speaking of equality of sacrifice, there must
be hundreds of instances throughout the
country districts where people are being sub-
jected to very acute hardship. It is probably
unavoidable but in the matter of manpower
and the working of our goldmines 2 good
deal might be done to prevent the worst
cases of disloeation. I have no doubt that
the Government is fully aware of the neces-
sity to protect those mines which have to be
temporarily pot out of operation, so that
they will be available fo be worked after the
war, when they will form a very important
avenne of employment. __

We dealt with the mafter of uniform
taxation, and we can now only wait and
sce what happens. The Government
did quite right in contesting the case, and
the decision that it was a defence
measure should give us some hope that we
will be able to establish our State rights
when the war is over. We must wait and
see if the promise of increased revenue will
be realised. It will he interesting to find out
whether, after a year or two, taxpayers will
be getting the relief which, in many cases,
thaey thought they would.

1 hope that, during this session, the Gov-
ernment will introdunce a Bill to provide for
third party insurance in keeping with the
recommendations of the Select Committee.
If it is not prepared to do that, T hope, at
all events, that it will infroduce a Bill at ar
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early stage of the session so that beth
Houses will have an opportunity to consider
it and suggest any amendments they think
fit. X also hope that the Companies Bill will
be proceeded with, The Government is de-
serving of credit for the action it has taken
in extending technical education, but it has
not gone far enough. It is a difficnlt matter
which has been sorely meglected for many
years, and not only by this Government.
Today neither feachers nor buildings are
available. The Government should regard it
as one of the most important features of its
educational policy and extend it, particu-
larly in the country distriets, to the high
schools where they will have a certain
foundation for that type of work.

‘We hear a good deal about reconstrue-
tion after the war. My only hope is that the
reconstruction will be on sound prineiples
and will aim at permanent and general,
and not merely temporary and local, im-
provements. I trust that we shall see the
wisdom of maintaining our alliances after
this war and not breaking them up as we did
after the previous war. I read with a great
deal of satisfaetion certain remarks of the
Right Hon. R. G. Menzies dealing with the
high proteetive tariff of Australia, and also
the remarks of the chairman of the Tarifi
Board, Mr. MecConaghy. Both of them
reeognised that Australia must observe the
post-war conditions of the Atlantic Charter
and Lease-Lend Agreement. It must frame
its future economy, having regard to the
rights and interests of other ecountries. Tt
is particularly refreshing to find a realisation
of the mecessity for placing in a better posi-
tion the primary industries of Australia.
The political stability and the economic wel-
fare of every couniry depend upon the man
on the land being in a prosperous position.
This applies perhaps more in Western Aus-
tralia than in the other States, but it eer-
tainly does apply fundamentally to the
economy of Australia as a whole.

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, debatz
adjourned.

House adjourned at 4.1 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 4th August, 1942.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair nt 2.15
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (6).

COMMONWLEALTH AND STATE
RELATIONSHIPS.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON asked the
Premier: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to give the House an opportunity
to diseuss Commonwealth and State relation.
ships, more particularly covering economie
and sopply problems, before the departure
of the State's representative to the forth-
coming Loan Council meeting! 2, Will the
Government, for this special purpose, arrange
for the suspension of the Standing Orders

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: (1} and (2) The Address
in-reply debate furnishes the opportunity
snggested.

BANK CILOSURES IN COUNTRY.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: I
April last I notified the Government that
certain banks were closing some country
branches, which necessitated their clients
transferring their accounts to another bani
In the case of debtor elients this involved
the discharge of a mortgage and the regis-
tration of a fresh one, chorges for whick
the bank eclient was in no way responsible:
1, Has any arrangement been arrived at be-
tween the banks to enable such mortgage:
to be transferred by indorsement or other
wise free of cost to the client? 2, If not
will the Government take early legislative
action to enable that to be done, or, alterna-
tively, amend such Aects as may be necessary
to free such mortgages of Title Office fee:
and stamp duty?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for th
Premier) roplied: 1 and 2, I am ad
vised by the chairman of the Associate



